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to convince me of the common origin of the American and Asiatic races. 
Kinship nomenclature is a cultural or linguistic phenomenon and may 
demonstrably be borrowed; hence it has no necessary connection with 
race. 

Robert H. Lowie 

Ein Beitrag zur Ethnologic von Bougainville und Buka mil spezieller 

Beriicksichtigung der Nasioi. Ernst Frizzi. (Baessler-Archiv. 

Beiheft vi.) Leipzig und Berlin: B. G. Teubner, 1914. Pp. 56, 

70 figs. 

The Baessler-Archiv has given us many important contributions to 
ethnology, this paper by Professor Frizzi of Munich being one of the 
more recent ones. During the years 1911-1912 Professor Frizzi made 
an extended journey to Asia and the South Seas, and spent the last six 
months of 191 1 in Buka and Bougainville, the most northwestern of the 
Solomon islands. Here he not only made many anthropological and 
ethnological observations, but also gathered together a representative 
ethnographical collection for the Royal Museum in Munich. In the 
present paper he gives us the results of his ethnological studies, with 
numerous illustrations, not only of native life and industries, but also of 
many of the objects in his collection. 

The island of Bougainville, the largest in the Solomons, is very 
imperfectly known. Guppy, Ribbe, Parkinson, and Thurnwald are our 
chief sources of information, but their accounts are either fragmentary 
or limited to restricted regions and topics. Frizzi divides the natives 
of Bougainville into six linguistic groups. Within some of these groups 
there are strong dialectic differences between the coastal and interior 
tribes. A sketch map illustrates roughly the location of these groups. 
Most of Frizzi's material is from the Nasioi, who occupy the east central 
part of the island. 

After the general introduction there are several myths giving the 
origin of the coconut palm, the kanari nut, the "sing-sing," and the dog. 
The chief deity is Kumponi, who made the earth and all the other gods. 
He also created man out of the earth, and gave him all the animals, 
vegetables, and fruits which were to serve as food, all of which he took 
out of a cooking-pot. Man has two souls, one of which goes to the 
underworld, while the other remains on earth in the little spirit hut 
erected for it. Mourning ^nd burial customs are described, also marriage 
customs and inheritance, totems, and secret societies. The material 
culture is treated rather fully, with figures of most of the objects. 
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In an appendix Erich M. v. Hornbostel gives the text and musical 
notation of several songs transcribed from phonographic records obtained 
by Frizzi, and discusses briefly their character and relationships. 

From the nature of the case Frizzi's contribution is necessarily 
sketchy and incomplete, but the numerous observations and illustrations 
that he gives form a welcome addition to our knowledge of this little- 
known region. 

A. B. Lewis 
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